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An Exploration of the Main Meaning of Tao
Yuanming's “Return” and its Foreward from
the Per spective of M obility

Kawa Kozo*

Abstract

Mobility has influenced changes in what would otherwise be a very
homogenous literary tradition in China. The present study focuses on a specific
instance of mobility, namely, Tao Yuanming's [4 ji B1 famous piece “Return
# ¥ & 2" While this work has been read and researched for centuries, a
reanalysis from the perspective of “mobility” reveals a new facet to the work
—there is a difference in direction portrayed in “Return” and its foreward. In
the foreward, Tao Yuanming is leaving his home to assume the post of Pengze
% i County Magistrate, from which he resigned after just three months. In

“Return,” however, he is returning home after his resignation.

This difference in direction also reflects the opposing lifestyles of
government official and recluse. Further analysis shows that while the foreward
meticulously reflects a sense of reality, “Return” on the other hand has hidden
between the lines a sense of the surreal and transcendental. Thus the two
pieces work with and against each other to portray yet another aspect of Tao
Yuanming's world.

Keywords: Tao Yuanming, “Return”, official, recluse, self-portrait

* Kawa Kozo is a professor in the Faculty of Letters, Graduate School of Letters at Kyoto
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