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Taiwan’s Modern Chinese Literary Studies Since the
1980s: Scholarship in the Field

Chia-ling Mei*
Abstract

The development of studies on modern and contemporary Chinese literature
in Taiwan is fraught with difficulties. Due to its linking with the political realities
of cross-strait relations, studies were discouraged by Taiwanese authorities, being
forced to develop outside of academia. It was not until after the 1980s that the field
was gradually established owing to the cooperation between cultural sectors and
academia. Since then, the field has prospered and bolstered academic exchange
beyond national and disciplinary boundaries.

Generally speaking, compared to Mainland scholars who have demarcated and
established their expertise in “modern” (jindai and xiandai) and “contemporary”
(dangdai) Chinese literature as three separate fields, Taiwanese scholars
have intended not to divide the field, instead dealing with transtemporal and
transregional issues within the long durée of modern and contemporary Chinese
literature. As to research approaches, Taiwanese scholars have shifted their focuses
from established writers or academic works to thematic, literary-historical, and
cultural studies. The noteworthy studies among them include those which have
examined both the Mainland and Taiwan, while paying special attention to how
Taiwan inherits and transforms so-called “modern Chinese literature,” as well as

women’s literature and gender studies. In addition, studies on transregional and

* Chia-ling Mei, Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan

University.
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transcultural issues of Chinese literature in recent years have been believed to
possess the most potential and best prospects. Looking at future developments,
studies on contemporary Mainland literature, popular literature, and classic poetry
of the Republican era, as well as those on the development of literary, cultural,
and academic trends of the past three hundred years through the lens of Chinese

literature in general all deserve and are awaiting further research attention.

Keywords: Taiwan, modern and contemporary Chinese literary studies, disciplinary
formation and structure, important research achievements



