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Research on Taiwan Literature:
A Review and Outlook

Mei-er Huang™

Abstract

As an emergent academic discipline, “Taiwan literature” began entering
education systems in the late 1990s, but despite the successive establishment of
related academic departments and institutes, it has incessantly faced challenges
concerning the construction of a knowledge system. These challenges have ranged
from early inquiries into the definition of “Taiwan literature” and difficulties
grasping the contents of its knowledge system to questions over the writing and
compiling of its history. Moreover, efforts to apprehend the characteristics of
localized knowledge have been called into question, and pressure has been felt
to consider whether the discipline has become too narrow and limited as well
as how it can quickly meet the goal of being globalized. In particular, at the
onset of its establishment, Taiwan literature was able to assist in processes of
strengthening national power, gradually leading to a systemization brimming
with the awkwardness of literary politics. But the production of education under
this protective umbrella has in reality been a double-edged sword, resulting in
the construction of a knowledge system of Taiwan literature that is conscious of
“discovering Taiwan” while simultaneously being paradoxically burdened by
“inherent deficiencies.” Regarding this, following extensive efforts and over twenty
years of fruitful research, scholars have sufficiently proven the necessity for the

existence of the discipline as well as the value of its continued development. The

*  Mei-er Huang, Professor, Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature, National Taiwan University.
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present article attempts to summarize and comment on the above matters, and more
specifically, uses Ye Shitao’s #7173 (1925-2008) classic work Taiwan wenxue shi
gang =& TS (An Outline of the History of Taiwan Literature) as a starting
point to trace the various directions ardently pursued by academia following its
publication in 1987. A number of topics are touched upon here: the deepening and
expansion of scholarship in its entirety; newly emergent research topics and those
that have garnered special interest; as well as frameworks, methodologies, and the
expanding of boundaries of research, which have extended the discipline of Taiwan

literature from the localized to East Asia and the world at large.

Keywords: Taiwan literature, literary knowledge system, East Asia, world,
expanding the boundaries of research






