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15 Benjamin Schwartz, In Search of Wealth and Power: Yen Fu and the West (Cambridge: Belknap
Press of Harvard University Press, 1964); Joseph Levenson, Confiucian China and Its Modern
Fate: A Trilogy (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1965); Thomas Metzger, Escape from
Predicament: Neo-Confucianism and China’s Evolving Political Culture (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1977); William Theodore de Bary, The Liberal Tradition in China (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1983).
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HIE A ) (ZZAE R geifgefe s BT IESE AT - 2009) 5 B4 » (B H BT ARSI
vy (ZdL BUKRH R 2014) - BB EAYEE > 2 R/ http://140.112.142.79/teacher/
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Transformations in Research on Chinse Intellectual
History and Its Position in Education in Taiwan,
1980-2020

Miaw-fen Lu*
Abstract

This article reviews studies in Chinese intellectual history in Taiwan from
1980 to 2020. In the first section, I discuss the decline in studying intellectual
history in Taiwan through analyzing higher education curriculums and the topics
of history dissertations. The heyday of the study of Chinese intellectual history
in Taiwan occurred during the 1980s, but from the 1990s onward, the field has
undergone significant changes. In the second section, I explore the following
trends related to studies within intellectual history: 1. the study of the thoughts
and intellectual ethos of scholars during certain historical periods; 2. the adoption
of social and cultural histories to examine intellectual history; 3. conceptual
history, history of Chinese lexicon, and translation studies; 4. East Asian Neo-
Confucianism and global intellectual history. Finally, I also introduce the important
works of these fields, which represent the key developments and transformations in

the study of Chinese intellectual history during the past four decades.

Keywords: intellectual history, cultural history, conceptual history, East Asian
Neo-Confucianism, global intellectual history
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