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3 Meir Shahar and Robert P. Weller, eds., Unruly Gods: Divinity and Society in China (Honolulu:
University of Hawai‘i Press, 1996), 8-16.
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(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1972).
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Princeton University Press, 1990), 79-104.
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8 Kristofer M. Schipper, “The Written Memorial in Taoist Ceremonies,” in Religion and Ritual in
Chinese Society, ed. Arthur P. Wolf (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1974), 309-24.
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11 Kenneth Dean, Taoist Ritual and Popular Cults of Southeast China (Princeton: Princeton
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& FIEKFE “ Local Communal Religion in Southeast China,” in Religion in China Today, ed.
Daniel L. Overmyer (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003), 341. fth f T b [E7 52 2
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of the Three in One: The Spread of a Cult in Southeast China (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1998).
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Daoist Ritual Frameworks:
A Study on the Dipper Mother Ritual

Hsieh Shu-wei*
Abstract

Through two modes, primarily the interactions with fashu ;i (rituals and arts)
traditions and the ties with folk religions, Daoist rituals have historically found
a source of new vitality. The first draws on an originally widespread existence
of local fashu traditions, a strategy which has enabled an emerging tradition
to syncretize with classical Daoist rituals and practices. In one respect, it has
embedded local fashu into Daoist rituals, reshaping the form and performance of
Daoism. Moreover, this first mode provides local practices with ritual frameworks
that have formed Daoist fashu traditions, the most representative of which is the
framework which has standardized Qingwei Daoism }&{i#{ (Pure Tenuity or Pristine
Simplicity). A final aspect of the first mode is Daoist priests working in concert
with folk and local fashi ;£ (ritual masters), to the extent that they have formed
various syncretic forms of dao and fa. Both the civil and military rituals are used to
serve common people. Established on the structures of folk worship and sacrificial
rituals, the second mode uses the “jiaodian” [ifiBf (sacrificial standards) ritual to
provide a worldview concerning the positioning of the pantheon of deities as well
as acting as moral salvation. By utilizing a collective manner and linking Daoist
ritual and local deities, this second mode has performed the praying for peace {72,

universal salvation 3%, and other rituals for the locality. The dynamic makeup of

* Hsieh Shu-wei, Professor, Graduate Institute of Religious Studies, National Chengchi University.
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these two Daoist modes is also the impetus for the continuation of Daoist rituals
and practices, and while operating under these modes, Daoist rites have been
able to incessantly readapt to new eras. This paper also explores the relationship
between fa ;7% (rituals) and yi /& (liturgies), and using the Dipper Mother 3}-£f
ritual as a case study, illustrates how fashu throughout history has transformed the
functions of its rituals and has adapted to different environments and needs through
ritual frameworks. This has allowed fashu to perpetually evolve, continuously
develop new ritual functions, be employed on both the local and official or imperial
levels, and perform a number of rituals including prayers for blessings, sacrifices to

avoid disasters, medical treatment, and salvation.

Keywords: the Dipper Mother, ritual frameworks, Daoism, fashu, methods and
arts



