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The Notion of Li” in Pre-Qin Daoism

Chen Guying

Abstract

It is traditionally held that the Confucians and Daoists held bipolar views
on the ritual f) culture of the Zhou dynasty. In the present paper, | examine the
views of the Laozi, Zhuangzi and Huanglao Daoist school§i,oand put
forward the new idea that the Daoists did not oppose the notidinasf
traditionally believed.

Through examination of the recently unearti@dodian Laozi it is
possible to make a new interpretation of Laoziews orren andyi. Moreover,
thé Jie Lad chapter ofHanfeizi expresses the view that Ldszmetaphysical
Dao manifests itself in the world through the mediundefforming a mutually
dependent relationship witen, yi andli.

In Zhuangzis philosophy, the intrinsic meaning loflies in the expression
of true emotions. Zhuangzi emphasizes the internal aspelctarf the reveal-
ing of human emotions, and advocatsiting in forgetfulnessas a means of
attaining a state of tranquility and contentment.

During the late Warring States Period, increasing emphasis was placed on
the complementary nature of ritual and law. The Jixia Daoists in particular
stressed the social functions of ritual. In theangdi sijingand Guanzj they
propounded that ritual and law both arise fromDia®, with theDao as essence
(ti), and ritual and law as its applicatioyp(ig. Moreover, with the statement

“ Ritual is that which complies with human emotions and follows the patterns of
naturé, the Jixia Daoists infused the humanistic concepts of compliafige (
emotion jing) and patterns of naturg)(into the ritual system.

Key Words: pre-Qin DaocismO 0 OO, li O, LaoziO O, Zhuangzid O,
Jixia Daoismi] 00 0 O



