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From Emptinessto Existence:
Seng-jui's Philosophy as a Reflection
of Buddhist Philosophical Trends

Tu Yen-chiu
Abstract

This paper discusses why and how the Ch'ang-an Buddhist sangha
changed their emphasis from the Buddhist concept of emptiness (“k’ung,” siin-
yata) to that of existence (“yu,” being). Founded and led by Kumarajira (344-
413), the sangha advocated using the concept of emptiness to understand the
Buddha and his teachings. The sangha, however, started propagating the con-
cept of existence after Kumargjira died. The shift can be traced from some of
the key figures in the sangha and their intellectual journeys, and Seng-jui, one
of the most important disciples of Kumargjira, can be used as an example to
illustrate this point.

Thefirst section of the article delineates the relationship between Seng-jui
and Hui-jui. | argue that Seng-jui and not Hui-jui wrote “Yu-i” (O O ), one of
the most important texts that clearly demonstrates the change in Buddhist
philosophical thought in early fifth century China. In the second section, |
maintain that Seng-jui’s change in thought underwent three stages. At first,
Seng-jui added the Saddharma-pundarika sutra (Fa-hua ching [ [0 0 ) to the
Prajfia (Po-je ching O O O0). Later on, he approached these two sutras and
their philosophical thoughts separately. In the end, he espoused his new con-
cept,” Saddharma-pundarika for foundation, Prajia for practical application”
(Po-jewei yung, Farhuawei shihO OO O OO0 00).

By changing his philosophy, Seng-jui left Kumarajira's emphasis on
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emptiness to develop his own way of understanding the Buddha and his teach-
ings. With his espousing of the concept of existence, Seng-jui’s hew way of
thinking can be used to examine the overall shift in Buddhist philosophical

thought during early fifth century China.

Key Words: Seng-jui 00 O, emptiness, existence, Prgjfia, Fa-hua



