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A Discussion of Subclassifying Song-Ming
Neo-Confucianism into Li-, Xin-,

and Qi-Centered Discourses

Jou Fang-ming*

Abstract

There are several ways to subclassify Song-Ming Neo-Confucianist
philosophy, of which the practice of subclassifying it into /i-centered discourse
MIASGH , gi-centered discourse 58 AGm and xin-centered discourse /LA has
long been accepted as valid. This “tricentric discourse” takes lixue FHEE | xinxue
L2 and gixue 5% and combines them with subjective idealism, objective
idealism and materialism. The shortcomings of subclassifying Song-Ming Neo-
Confucianist philosophy into idealism and materialism have been raised by
scholars, but the reasonableness and validity of the above tricentric discourse
have yet to be discussed.

This article examines the important contemporary treatises on this tricentric
discourse, and finds that subclassifying the philosophy of Song-Ming Neo-
Confucianism using this methodology presents several difficulties.

First, the definition of tricentric discourse is unclear and the basis upon
which judgments are made is inconsistent, resulting in ineffective distinctions.

Second, the range of the terms is too narrow to completely encompass Neo-

* Jou Fang-ming is an associate professor in the General Education Center at Takming University

of Science and Technology, Taipei.
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confucianism’s entire theoretical framework, which may result in it being broken
into parts. Third, Song-Ming Neo-Confucianism embraces multiple philosophic
fields and cannot be explained using a single category. Finally, tricentric
discourse’s analytical framework obscures Song-Ming Neo-Confucianism’s
philosophic characteristics.

In the light of the above analysis, this article comes to the conclusion
that this tricentric discourse is not an appropriate or effective framework for

distinguishing the modes of Song-Ming Neo-Confucianist thought.

Keywords: Neo-Confucianism, xin /[, li B, gi %@, theoretical model



