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Collaborators and Public Opinion in the

Early Qing
Chan Wing-ming*

Abstract

Since the compilation of the Biographies of Twice-serving Ministers (8L
2 {# Erchen Zhuan) in the Qianlong #Z% era, it has been generally believed that
the Qing collaborators were condemned by contemporaries for their betrayal
of the Ming dynasty. However, this impression, which was generated under
the influence of Qianlong ideology, is severely challenged by the historical
evidence. This paper points out that the Ming-Qing dynastic change was a
period of political transition in which ideological control was relaxed. Citing
comments made by early-Qing literati on the surrendered Ming officials, it
argues that the corrupt politics of the late Ming gave rise to criticism of “blind
loyalty,” an ideology advocated by the ruling class; the urgent need to restore
social order and maintain the transmission of Chinese culture in the early Qing
also led to an emphasis on social pragmatism rather than moral idealism in
discussions of official matters. As a result, those former Ming officials in Qing
office whose deeds contributed to the improvement of the people’s livelihood,
the restoration of social order, or the transmission of Chinese culture won the

public’s sympathy and acknowledgement for their contributions.

Keywords: adherents, turncoat official, late Ming, early Qing, Qian Qianyi $¥:ff
@, Wu Weiye Sa{& 3
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