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The Construction and Meaning of Textual Space

in Qianzai Jiaju
Tsao Shu-chuan*

Abstract

A large number of compilations of fine couplets excerpted from Chinese
poetry were made in Japan during the Heian 7 4" period. Of these collections,
Qianzai jiaju (-~ #iff i/ A Thousand Years of Fine Verse), compiled by Ooeno
Koretoki *37 Téﬁf , was arguably the most influential. This collection comprises
over 1000 couplets compiled from the work of 153 Tang dynasty poets arranged
into categories, establishing a new system of categorization. I believe that the
selection and categorization of the material in this collection reflects the variety
of experiences that the literati of the time saw and felt through poetry reading.
As their knowledge of Chinese poetry deepened, Japanese readers began to
shift their focus of their reading from questions of the author’s identity or genre
differences, to a critical reading of the life circumstances involved in the poems.
Then, by reorganizing the couplets into a two-level category structure, these
literati constructed textual spaces that encapsulated their experiences of everyday
life. As a poetry collection, Qianzai jiaju had both predecessors and successors
during the Heian Period, and so played a role that demonstrates the interactions
of identity and coexistence that took place in the process of Sino-Japanese

cultural exchange.

* Tsao Shu-chuan is a professor in the Department of Chinese Literature at National Taiwan

University.



PRI}/ OB o) @ RO A E T 51

There are four sections in this article. In the first section, a literature
review of poetry compilation in the early and middle Heian Period is provided,
showing the new direction of Qianzai jiaju’s system of categorization. The
second section discusses how Qianzai jiaju constructs a textual space reflecting
daily experience through its two-level categorization. The third section explores
the significance of using the couplet as the unit for compiling these collections
of Chinese verse. In the final section, Bai Juyi’s | IFFI p) verses, which were regarded
as a model of fine verse in poetry collections, will be used as examples

demonstrating the perspective of readers in Heian period Japan.

Keywords: Qianzai jiaju " #3f i, fine verse collections, Chinese poetry, Sino-

Japanese exchange, Japan



