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Reappraising Wang Kaiyun’s Views on “Imitating
the Ancients” by Interpreting the Meaning of
Inspiration in His Xianggqilou Discourse on Poetry

Hsieh Hsiu-hui*

Abstract

Reappraising Wang Kaiyun’s = [H[i&f view of the practice of “imitating
the ancients” (Eif, nigu) in poetry raises certain questions. By returning to his
Xianggqilou Discourse on Poetry ﬁf’%@%ﬁ?ﬁ and taking this work as its focus,
this paper aims to investigate and interpret two particular aspects: the distinctive
views on poetry he established, and his view of “imitating the ancients” as a
way to sustain the will and cultivate moral character. For Wang, poetry links
emotional expression with the ideas of ‘carrying on’ and ‘sustaining’, and
so serves as a means of self-enjoyment and self-sustenance derived from
writing for one’s own pleasure; his poetic discourse thus combines poetry’s
essential qualities and function. This paper also examines Wang Kaiyun’s
particular emphasis on inspiration (5 xing) in poetry, and in light of this, his
choice of a form viewed as particularly ideal for emotional expression: the five-
syllable verse. It also explores his highlighting of the value of studying and
writing nigu poetry and the literary goals that embody this practice, namely to
sustain the will and help develop moral character.

Keywords: Wang Kaiyun = 3, Xiangqilou Discourse on Poetry, imitating
the ancients, inspiration, five-syllable verse
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