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City Walls Built in Korea by Invading Japanese
Troops in the 1590s: Focusing on Japanese
Historical Materials

Lo Lee-hsin*

Abstract

In 1592 and 1597, Toyotomi Hideyoshi %E[?'E‘F‘, dispatched troops to
the Korean Peninsula where they built city walls. After the war, these became
known locally as wajo {&#5. Whether inland or along the southern coast of
the peninsula, the Japanese chose to locate these walls near rivers and bays,
hilltops and plateaus, and other strategically-important land. This was to make
them easily defendable, allow the convenient transportation of materials and
troops and facilitate mutual military reinforcement. Indeed, the same approach
to choosing sites for fortification was used as in Japan. Similarly, many of the
same features of city wall construction used in Japan can also be seen in the city
walls built by Japanese troops on the Korean Peninsula. Wajo were constructed
in an atmosphere of heightened military tension and so meeting the needs of the

military was the primary consideration.
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