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Selection and Critique of Li Bai’s Poetry in
Shen Degian’s Tangshi Biecai Ji

Chang Li-ying*
Abstract

In the preface to his Tangshi biecai ji (FF5F5%EE Anthology of Tang
Poetry), Shen Degian {7 clearly states that his standard for selecting
poetry for inclusion in the collection is the poetry of Li Bai Z2f5 and Du Fu
FEEE. It is well established that Shen Degian regards Du Fu’s poetry as a
model of tactful, indirect criticism. His comments on Li Bai’s poetry and
reasons for his selection, however, are not well studied. Shen Degian highly
praises the way Li Bai euphemistically expresses his deepest emotions in his
poetry. There are three key points with respect to Shen’s discussion of the form
of Li Bai’s poetry. First, he includes more of Li Bai’s seven-syllable quatrains
(==421)) in the anthology than of any other poet because he feels that Li
Bai is best able express his deepest emotions vividly and concisely, which is
considered to be a goal of all poets. Second, though Li Bai’s regulated verse
(5F) is often not antithetical or resembles prose, Shen Degian nevertheless
accepts Li’s approach and considers it another form of regulated verse. Third,
Li Bai’s old-style poetry (F#&:%) is a prime example of the wild and
unconstrained style praised by Shen.

Keywords: Shen Deqian 7 {& 7%, Tangshi biecai ji FEFzFHIE £, Li Bai
2, tactful criticism, style

* Chang Li-ying is a Ph.D. in the Department of Chinese Literature at National Taiwan University.



