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Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s Invasions of Korea:
Christian Missionaries and Buddhist Monks
in the Japanese Army

Lo Lee-hsin®

Abstract

Toyotomi Hideyoshi # F:557 launched invasions of Korea in 1592 and
1597. A number of generals were Christians whose territories also contained
numerous Christians, and many of whose troops were Christian. After
withdrawing to the south coast of the Korean peninsula, Japan continued peace
talks with the Ming court. With no date for returning home in sight, morale
among the troops was low. Being a devout believer, General Konishi
Yukinaga /NFE{TH turned for help to Pedro Gomez, vice-provincial of the
Jesuit mission in Japan, requesting that a missionary be sent among the troops
to boost morale. Gomez dispatched fellow Spanish missionary Gregorio
Cespedes accompanied by a Japanese Jesuit brother Leon Fancan to the camp
to preach, hear confessions, give pastoral care, carry out baptisms, and provide
medical services to troops. However, their stay was short. During the second
invasion of Korea, Christian missionaries and brothers were again sent to the
peninsula for a short period, but feared accusations from followers of other
faiths, and when Koreans living nearby got wind of the presence of the
Japanese troops nearby, they fled. The area of missionary activity was
therefore limited and contact with the local Koreans difficult.

During the Japanese invasions of Korea, accompanying the troops were

* Lo Lee-hsin is a professor in the Department of History at National Chung Hsing University,
Taichung.
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Zen &, Nichiren H3#, and Shinshuu E.5% monks. They communicated with
representatives of the Ming and Korean courts, drafted announcements,
provided medical services, participated in battles, and propagated Buddhist
teachings. As the peace negotiations were led by Konishi Yukinaga and Katou
Kiyomasa Jj[Ifi#%/% -, the monks in their two armies became a bridge for
communication. There are few records of their religious activities among the
troops, but among their responsibilities was praying for the war dead.

The Zen monks accompanying the troops knew much about Confucianism.
The public notices they drafted incorporated ideas of Confucian government
such as reassuring and showing concern for the people. They also praised
Empress Consort Jingu’s fHIf] attack on Korea in the Samhan =& period,
blaming Korea for starting hostilities. Shinshuu monks were enthusiastic, firm
believers, but stressed the interests of the present world. During breaks in the
fighting, monks expressed their emotions in poetry and literary musings.

Keywords: Toyotomi Hideyoshi # Fi55%, Christian missionary, Buddhist
monk, Konishi Yukinaga /NFE{T{, Katou Kiyomasa f[IjEE &
1F, Japanese Invasions of Korea (1592-1598)
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