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Diversity of Variationsin Finalsamong Different
Generations of Eastern Min Speakersin the
Matsu Islands

Tu Chia-lun*

Abstract

There are complex variations in the finals of the Eastern Min %55
dialect spoken in the Matsu Islands. This paper focuses on the diversity of
variations in finals among three generations of speakers. The critical language
data for the different age groups was collected by means of wordlist
investigations. A comparative analysis of the diversity of variations in finals
among the different generations of speakers was then carried out to investigate
the developmental trends and implementation processes of these changes
diachronically. The investigation leads to four conclusions: (1) A systematic
raising of descending diphthongs is in progress in the Matsu Islands; (2) This
type of phenomenon shows the probability of a consistent trend over time
toward the raising of finals in Eastern Min; (3) This change is gradually
diffusing not only through the tones but also the coda structures; (4) Some
sound variations in the Eastern Min spoken in the Matsu Islands are the result
of language contact. This has occurred in two ways: one is lexical borrowing
from Taiwanese Mandarin and Southern Min [#Eg; the other is imposition
from the dominant language, Taiwanese Mandarin.

Keywords: Matsu, Eastern Min, variation in finals, diversity among

generations
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