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The Centrally-Delegated Nature of the Commandery
during the Early Western Han: A Case Study of the
Zhangjiashan Bamboo Manuscripts

. Uk
You Yifei

Abstract

Through close examination of the Zhangjiashan 5EZZ([ bamboo strips,
this article aims to throw new light on our understanding of the commandery
administration during the early Western Han. It argues that the commandery
governor in the early Western Han held judicial, financial and personnel
powers derived from offices in central government. Such delegation of powers
suggests that the institution of the commandery at that time was a
representative of the central authorities tasked with supervising and governing
local governments; the commandery, therefore, was an independent microcosm
of the central government in local regions. As the authority of feudal kingdoms
at that time came from the emperor, the central government had little power to
interfere in the domestic affairs of the kingdom. The commandery, by contrast,
was under the full control of the emperor and leading officials in the central
government. Because of this, the emperor and prime ministers could manage
the commandery, using it to supersede feudal kingdoms and so establish the
unified Han empire. This article also suggests that this delegated nature of the
commandery became prevalent from the late Warring States period onward,
and was predominant until further reforms took place in the Western Han.

* You Yifei is assistant professor, Department of History, National Chung Hsing University,
Taichung.
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Suffice it to say, the reality of local administration during this period was very
different from the received image in most of the writings on the history of
local government in traditional China.

Keywords: commandery and county administration, local government, local
administration, central delegation, Zhangjiashan 53111 bamboo
manuscripts



