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Literature and Impeding Speech in the Tianbao Era:
Linfu Li’s Period of Influence

Huang Honggiu*

Abstract

Impeding speech, as a special political phenomenon during Li Linfu’s 2
ME (683-753) period of influence, had a profound influence on literature in
the Tianbao KE era (742-756). Under a new framework, namely the
relationship between speech and literature, this paper discusses the displays of
impeding speech during this period and their close link with the production
and evolution of literature. It is believed that Li Linfu dismantled the
remonstrance system, which had been established during the early Kaiyuan
JC era (742-756), by controlling the “avenues of remonstrance” = %, such
as proposals and memorials to the throne, remonstrations, tributes, and appeals,
and influenced the reconstruction of central systems of the Tang Dynasty
following the An-Shi Rebellion. This closure of channels of communication
stimulated a proposal of “collecting poetry” from bottom to top, represented
by Yuan Jie JtiE (728-772), and directly led to the decline of remonstrant
literature and the emergence of “Zhenguan writing” E#IE %] prior to and
following the rebellion, exemplified by Du Fu 1R (712-770). Zhenguan
writing embodied the remonstrations of literati concerning their desire to
reconstruct the avenues of communication within the court, and simultaneously
functioned to remember previous prosperity and to calm the wounds of the time.
By the means of discursive constructions such as “family matters of the son of
Heaven” KT and “heresy” IKS as well as cases surrounding the
prohibited speech of Yuchi Kuang F1E[E, Wang Ju £, Li Shizhi 232,
and Cui Chengfu L H], the impeding of speech enacted by Li Linfu created
an environment where speech was under constant scrutiny and high pressure,

*  Huang Hong-qiu, Ph.D. student, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Peking
University.
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which became the direct reason for the recovery of satirical tradition during
the Tianbao era. Allegorical and satirical writing under this pressure formed
several groups becoming small trends that pertainied to several specific themes
or sensitive events, as well as bringing together the dual demands of avoiding
misfortune and punishing evil, which relied on hypocrisy as an important
mechanism to be realized. At the same time, however, speech under the weight
of this pressure deeply restricted the development of allegorical and satirical
writing, becoming the reason for its inability to both break through and
achieve any higher successes.

Keywords: closed avenues of remonstrance, yanlu = %%, dissuasion literature,
Zhenguan E#{ writing, speech under high pressure, allegorical
writing



