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The Relationship Between Maoshan Taoism and
the Poetry of Gu Kuang

He An-ping*
Abstract

Gu Kuang /. (fl. eighth century) was born in Maoshan ~[1[, where he grew
up and returned to in his later years. Maoshan was thus not only his hometown, but also
his spiritual home and the final destination of his soul. He maintained a strong belief in
Taoism, the starting point of which should be Maoshan, with the Taoist atmosphere of
the mountain permeating through him and laying a strong connection between him and
Maoshan Taoism. Later, he moved to many different places and traveled extensively,
but his career as an official was largely unsuccessful, leaving him discontented. To
better express his feelings, he read Taoist texts and developed friendships with Taoist
practitioners, influences of which promoted his understanding of Taoism. Finally,
when he was nearly seventy years old, he returned to Maoshan. At this time, he had
already become a high-ranking Taoist priest within “shangqing” [-i& (“supreme
clarity”). It was inevitable that his poetic works would be influenced by his beliefs,
exemplified by “Jindang yupei ge” <5 EIMAX (“Song of Gold and Jade Ornaments™)
and “Chao shangging ge” 81 7&K (“Song of Supreme Clarity Pilgramage™) being
based on his religious experiences and expertise in Taoism. The writing of Xianshan
fllI1LI (montains of the immortals) in Gu Kuang’s poetry is likewise closely related
to Taoism, as he particularly emphasizes the integration of surreal elements of xian
{Il] into depictions of natural mountain scenery, thereby transforming natural spaces
into sacred paradises. These poetic characteristics formed under the influence of
Taoism made Gu Kuang unique and innovative in the world of poetry in the mid-
Tang dynasty, expanding its reach and leaving an important mark within its history.

Keywords: Gu Kuang {7, Taoist learning, life, Maoshan Taoism
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