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The Mingshi: An Examination of Its Biographies
of Women and the Question of Wan Sitong’s
Authorship

Yi Jo-lan™

Abstract

The Mingshi BA5 is considered one of the finest official dynastic histories.
Existing scholarship has concentrated on how it was written, looking at such
matters as the aims of the government that compiled it, the problems involved
and the results of each step. Among the different versions of the Mingshi is one
in 416 juan % that has yet to be properly investigated, in particular its Lienii
zhuan 9|20 {H section.

This version was written in the Qing dynasty and is the earliest full text of
the Mingshi. It is held in the Beijing National Library, but with no author listed.
In 1995 the compiler of Xuxiu siku quanshu FE{EVUEAZ attributed it to
Wan Sitong & If7[F]. Since we still know little about exactly how Wan Sitong
was involved in the writing, it may be inappropriate to assume his authorship.
The purpose of this paper is firstly to examine the question of authorship,
secondly to analyze how the Lienii zhuan section of this book was compiled,
and finally to consider the idea of writing Ming women into history. These
issues will not only help to shed light on historians’ attitudes during the long

process of compiling the Mingshi in the Qing dynasty, but will also answer

*  YiJo-lan is an assistant professor in the Department of History at National Taiwan University.
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some questions concerning the history of the Ming dynasty and historiography

in Qing China.

Keywords: The Mingshi BA52, Wan Sitong & Hj[d], women’s biographies,
Xiong Cilii BEH%JE , Ming dynasty, women






